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I&. Edwin E. RTlsy 
bi rector 
Post01 5ervlcas Pfvtdon 
Ekm!au of Operations 
Post Office Depertme#rt 
MashIngton 23, D.C. 

mm office of the Surgeon General has directed IBy attention to 8 pmposad 
CJis of the post Office lbqxmmmt rhich lntght hw8 the affect of pamfttlng 
excfuslon from e?r maits of atlo~oglcd agents. bhile it is possible to under- 
stand 2he fears which might arouse the rtr ?lne companies 2o wish to exclude 
these mrtarials from their shipments, 8 sober hvalwtlon of ths inftuenco of 
such 8 ruling will I think 3how that St will ha0 a grave effect on the further 
progf0so of Sedical reswrch In tblo cwntry. The rapid interchange of diag- 
matic specimens Is an absolute necessify in t!m afficlant and prompt lnvestl- 
getion of dlsaase eutbr~ks and a necessary damant in the ccmtlnusd cooperartIon 
of research scfentl~ts throughout 2h4~ country. Dr. Potteftsld, the acting 
Surgeon hnaral, has in my opinion statad wry wdt the cogent argtments 
agafnst a rttuatton that wuld 1110~ such a prohibf tion and # can hardly odd to 
ttrsir content. 4 can say that this is a matter which all of my colleagues in 
medIcat resararch will feel strongly about as I2 may have the most deleterious 
effects. 

Chdrman, bpar2mnt of Nacitcal Cenetfcrs 

P.S. If the effect of the present proposals is to redirect attention to necessary 
safety precautions in the transmi ttai of such material, they may In the long run 
have a beneficial effect. Personally, I have felt for a long time that glass 
containers sub-Jsct to breakage were a singularly Inappropriate method of shipping 
dangerous specimens, 
containers. 

notwithstanding the possibility of wrapping them In metal 
It fs fair to say, I think, that manufacturers in this country 

have not taken advantage of modern materials and techniques that might lead to 
an easy soiutlon. to this problem. For some time 1 hava been urging that sh!pping 
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c o n ta ine rs  fo r  e x a m p l e  test tu b e s  a n d  smal l  b o ttles, a p p r o p r i a te  fo r  th e  t rans-  
p o r ta tio n  o f such  spec imens  shou ld  b e  m a n u fac tu red  in  a n  u n b r e a k a b l e  plastfc 
m a ter ia l  such  as  ny lon.  Th is  wu ld  h a v e  the a d v a n ta g e  o f b e i n g  ster i l izab le  
in  th e  a u toc lave  as  read i ly  as  glass. A  1  imi  te d  r a n g e  o f l a b o r a tory  w a r e  is 
n o w  ava i lab le  in  po lye thy lene  a n d  p o l y p r o p e l e n e , espec ia l ly  by  th e  N a l g e  
C o m p a n y , a n d  th e s e  f te m s  m ight  b e  u s e fu l  fo r  th e  ind ica ted  p u r p o s e s . h o w e v e r  
th e y ’a r e  n o t e n tirely satisfactory, n o r  as  satisfactory as  ny lon  w o u l d  b e , in  -  
my  op in i on , o w i n g  to  th e  wal l  th ickness a n d  lim ite d  t ransparency  o f th a t plastic. 
I h a v e  t r ied to  interest  s a n e  m a n u facturers  in  p r o d u c i n g  th e  ite m s  in  ny l ong , to  
m a tch  w h a t 6 r ftfsh  firms  h a v e  c lone  in  ny lon  syr inges,  b u t h a v e  n o t b e e n  successful  
o w i n g  to  th e  l n a p p a r e n c e  o f a n  a d e q u a te  m a r k e t. I w o n d e r  if th e  P u b i  ic Hee l  th  
Serv ice  m ight  n o t h e l p  to  serve  a  u s e fu l  fu n c tio n  In  th e  d i rect lon o f sta n d a r d i -  
z ing  th e  r e q u i r e m e n ts fo r  s h i m e n t o f d a n g e r o u s  m a ter ia ls  fn  a  c o n ta ine r  o f a  
su i tab le  m a ter ia l  in  such  a  fash ion  as  to  c rea te  th e  necessary  m a r k e t fo r  such  
i terns.  Conce ivab ly  it m ight  a lso  h e l p  fu n c tio n  as  a n  in tened io ry  In  p e r s u a d fn g  
var ious  m a n u facturers  to  u n d e r ta k e  th is  p r o g r a n . 

T h e  m a ter ia l  In  th is  p o s tscript was  n o t i nc luded  in  th e  o r ig ina l  letter to  
Hr. Ri ley fo r  obv ious  reasons . 

Y o u r s  s i nce re l  y, 

J o s h u a  L e d e r b e r g  
C h a i n n a n , D e p a r tm e n t o f Hed ica l  G e n e tics 

J W P  


